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Conclusions cn innovative educational methads-and technologies

Iinnovative educational methods and
technologies applicable to continuing
professional development in Periodon-
tology - Position Paper 4

L The poals, complexity -and leéngth of CPIE coursss vary
according fo the requirements of the: professional regulators
and also the needs of learners, and mclude: acquisition of
contemporancous  knowledge  professional  re-validation;
expanding clinical skills and; obtaining ‘additional éxpertise
andior qualifications:

2. (CPD programmes differ from undergraduate courses in that
they tend to be mare “learner driven’ and “learner centred’
and their design should be fexible 1o accommodate the dif-
fermg social, professional, geographical and economic pres-
sures. of working practitioners,

3. CPD courses should be evidence:based, should integrate
patient contact when sppropriste, inform changes in clinical
practice, and enable the mantenance of up-ta-date practice
of core Lotpeleniule.

4, The methods used in CPD should accommodate the diver-
sity ‘of learners’ characteristics and promote active and stu-
dent-centred learning.

5. Pedapogical methods should be founded on o clear theareti-
cal background and have dn adequate basis in the Iilersture
FepOrts,

6. Mentoring. peer leamning envirciments and  work-based
learning are approprizte fur CPD.

7. There seem: 1o be advintages in combining several instruc.
tinnal methods for CPD.

8. Information technology blended with traditionul lsarning
methiods affers new ways of delivering CPD, which may help
individualise and enhance learning strategies,

4, All CPD courses should Include an clement of assessment:
formative assessment 1o provide feedback for the lerner
summative assessment for accreditation. It is crucial o
ensure the sssessment is appropriate 1o achieve the desired
competencles and learning outcomes.

10, Assessment methods should be subjected 1o an anabysis of

their validity, reliability, Feasibdlity ind cost-effectivensss:

11, Course cvaluation. quality assessment and accreditation

including the provision of feedback by the leamer to the
provider are importamt o giide the refinement of the
tesching program

12, Ideally, personal development plans [(PDPEs) should he

guided by a mentor.

L]

Chspple et al

13. Given the diversity of reported courses addressing different
audiences: different learning objectives-and utilising different
instructional media, the avallable evidence s not sufficient
to recommend one approach as heing supervr o another,
and rescanch 15 urgently needed to address this issue,

Innovative educational methods and
technologies applicable to continuing
professional development in periodon-
tology: consensus statements

Current CPD programmes differ from formal structored educa-
tional programmes in that they are mainly driven by and
focussed upon the learner; they encompass a range of largely
informal non-lingar learning activities designed to accommo-
date a diverse group of cinidans, CPD may nelude’ compo-
nents of full-time accredited programs undertaken on a stand-
alone basis, bt does not lead 1o specialist certfication.

Personal development plans, ideally guided by a mentor, and
:upl_“_un.-d lr:r pedicy v ]e.nm'ng diaries am recommended i
order to provide some structure o the professional develop-
ment of the imdivicual cliniclan, throughont thear career,

There {5 evidence that the niost successful learming outcomes
result from combining different instroctional methodologies in
the design of CPD courses. However, the available evidence is
potentially subject 1o 2 high tevel of publication bias,

There 5 @ wide mnge of new and emerging technologies,
which inevitably, precede methodelogical development and
which mav be incorporated imo CPDN courses; however
research supporting the impact of such technologies is in its
imfancy.

All CFD courses should include an element of zppropriate
pssessment and such assessment should be bi-directional in
order to assure quality for clintcians and courses alike.
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